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= REIR AR

= Natural Language (Free-Text searching)

through words iIn titles and /or notes
(Particularly contents notes) ; Keyword
searching (online cataloQ)

= Controlled vocabulary access :

through words or phrases in specifically
assigned index terms ; depends on a master
list of the terms that can be assigned to
documents

LLL
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i Controlled vocabulary access

= Subject headings

= Descriptors (preferred terms, authorized
terms) : maintained in subject headings list
or thesaurus ( subject authority system)

= Synonymous terms < references «
Authorized terms
s References

See/Use : from Lead-in terms
See Also/BT - NT ~ RT : to related terms



| Purpose of Subject Headings

s Provide additional access to the work
via the subject content

= Bring together in the catalog items on
the same subject using the same
terminology

= Provide a formal description of the
subject content of any bibliographic
unit in the most precise terms
possible



!'_ Library of Congress

Subject Headings



/> Classification Web Main Menu - Windows Internet Explorer MIEE3

Ga’ i ificationweb netMennindes html

BERE REE HEO R EHBH(H)
X & (4 ChsmsmWerveyen || A8 &-2EEe- GIR0-
CLASSIFICATION WEB LIBRARY OF CONGRESS =
Main Menu

Browse Classification Schedules

Classification Search

LC Subject Headings

Genre/Form Headings

Juvenile Subject Headings

LC Subject Heading & L.C Classification Number Correlations

LC Subject Heading & Dewey Classification Correlations*

LC Classification & Dewey Classification Correlations™

Log Out - Preferences - Outline - Subsets - Bookmarks - Tutonal - Help
Auto Logm Menu - Diagnostics - Legal Notices - Contacts - User Group - Home | 7] i
Standard Classification Browser - Enhanced Classification Browser - Hierarchy Classification Browser =
***Subclass KBS is under development and not yet approved for use. For farther information see the note that appears
above KBS3***
b
& EEE & 100% -
- (el I EEEASE.. | Y lshl_sp0fppt /7 Classification... | B £53982 " LCSH exercise .. ®) RIS T e || FF 0853



:| Controlled vocabulary (1)

m Restricted to authorized
terms

= Increases precision — fewer
"false drops”

= Out-performs keyword
searches

10



| Controlled vocabulary (2)

= EXpensive — requires human
knowledge

= Implemented In two ways:

Pre-coordinate indexing

Post-coordinate indexing

11



Pre-coordinate subject
heading

String built at time of indexing using
the rules of the indexing language

Examples:

Railroads—Electric equipment —
Maintenance and repair

Children as inventors

12



Post-coordinate descriptors

Terms put together at time of retrieval
Sample searches:

Railroads

Electric equipment

Maintenance and repair

Children Inventors

13




| Pre-Coordinate Indexing (1)

= Indexing using terms that are chosen
and coordinated at the time of
Indexing

= Usually a person trained in indexing
assigns the terms

= Can be one term or a combination of
terms but they are pre-determined
(.e., they are “authority controlled”)

14



Pre-Coordinate Indexing (2)

s Older; associated with books
= Associated with card catalogs

= Usually referred to as subject
headings

= Examples:
= Children as air pilots
= Humor in education

15



Advantages of Pre-Coordinate

:Hndexing (1)

 Consistency - we all use the same
terms to mean the same things

 More precise - we can obtain things
specifically about our topic

16



Advantages of Pre-Coordinate

|Indexing (2)

* Prevents false drops - because the phrase
has been constructed in a manner that has
a specific meaning

Children as inventors would obtain works
dealing with children in the role of
Inventors rather than inventors creating
objects for children

17



Disadvantages of Pre-coordinate
Indexing (1)

= Assumes that users know the
iIndexing language--both its
vocabulary and syntax.

= Everyone has to use the same term;
If | don't know the predetermined
term or if | have a different
perception of the same thing then |
may not find the item.

18



Disadvantages of Pre-coordinate

i Indexing (2)

= Some systems will not allow user to
search on subordinate term
For example, if you have:

Seeds—Cleaning—Equipment and
supplies

The system may not allow you to search
on equipment and supplies and find
this subject heading

19



Post-Coordinate Indexing (1)

¥

= Coordination takes place at
time of retrieval

= Example would be ERIC
descriptors

s Newer: assoclated with
documents

20



Post-Coordinate Indexing (2)

= Associated with computers
and Boolean logic

= Usually referred to as
descriptors

= Examples:
= Children

= Inventors

21



2 LC Subject Search [A griculinre, Prehistoric] - Windows Internet Explorer |:| |E| |g|

@;.’ - |A hitpefelassiticationwe b netmindminaret pp=LuthSmod =Searchlook=02 kev=51lkid =S lkev=51kid =%table=1 Squery=Fxind ex v| g || |Live Search | 0|~
- BEE RHE R REREG RO NS
W ke [ 4 LC Subject Search [Agriculture, Prehistoric] ]_l G- B &~ [2EER - GIE0 - T

M

[ Search ] [ Reset ] [ Logout ] ’ Close ] [ Menu ] [Help]
LC Subject Search: Unstructured subject heading

Agriculture, Prehistoric {(May Subd Geog) [R 8 D]
[GNTIO A4 [BLS D]
UF Prehistoric agriculture
Prehistoric peoples--Agriculture
BT Prehistoric peoples--Food
NT Agriculture--Origin [R]

Agriculture--Prices
USE Agricultural prices [R]

Agriculture, Primitive
USE Traditional farming [R]

Agriculture--Public relations (Mav Subd Geog) [E S D]
UF Public relations--Agriculture [Former Heading]

Agriculture publishing (MMav Subd Geog) [R5 D]
UF Agricultural literature--Publishing
Agriculture--Publishing
BT Publishers and publishing

Agriculture--Publishing
USE Agriculture publishing [R]

Agriculture--Punched card systems
TTEE Drsnchad mard corctame A mdasbors D1 hs




Advantages of Post-coordinated

| Indexing

s Allowed the freedom to
combine authorized terms
that are relevant

= Can do Boolean logic

22



Disadvantage of Post-

;| Coordinated Indexing

= Lack of precision: Few items really can be
described by a single descriptor; most
searches involve Boolean logic, truncation,
etc. These techniques, while powerful,
result in obtaining things we don't want
(e.g., children AND inventors will retrieve
items about people who invent things for
children as well as children as inventors).

23



In general...

Post-coordinated indexing increases
recall (retrieves more items) but
decreases precision. If both the indexer
and the searcher know the indexing
language, and both do their jobs well,
then pre-coordinate indexing will do as
well as or better than post-coordinate

iIndexing.

24
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